
African biodiversity 
conservation in the climate
change context

Pierre Failler

Conserving Aquatic Biodiversity in African Blue Economy
AU Workshop, 8-10 December 2021, Naivasha, Kenya



How everybody is thinking about biodiversity now…



Important ?

Ove Hoegh-Guldberg, Science 27 sept. 2019 



Can be….

Figure 1 : Distribution des mangroves et des herbiers dans les pays de la zone d’étude et contour des AMP. Sources : mangroves : Hutchinson et al. (2014) ; herbiers : ResilienSEA (2020) ; AMP : Failler et al.



Issues: lack of knowledge and 
poor health status



Biodiversity versus 
Climate change

- Money goes now to climate change not 
anymore to biodiversity 

- Climate change should be used as a pretext 
to improve biodiversity 
… And not to make selection of species 

that are highly climate change relevant 
(carbon sequestration and coastal protection)
- NBS (the biggest fashionable ) should be 

carefully applied as we all know that Nature 
is the best NBS maker! 
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