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PESCAO PROGRAMME

Overall Objective: 

The contribution of fisheries resources to 

sustainable development, food security and 

poverty alleviation in West Africa is enhanced.

Specific Objective: 

Regional fisheries governance in Western 

Africa is improved through better coordination 

of national fisheries policies.



RESULTS
• ECOWAS developed a solid understanding 

of regional fisheries issues.

• At ECOWAS level a regional fisheries and 

aquaculture policy is drafted and adopted 

contributing to better integration of fisheries 

issues in regional policies and strategies.

• Institutional anchorage between REC 

(ECOWAS and WAEMU) and RFB (SRFC 

and FCWC) is defined, consolidated and 

operationalized.

• A network of stakeholders is developed at 

ECOWAS level.

• Coordination between fisheries projects and 

donors in Western Africa is reinforced.

• ECOWAS is supported in its lead role as 

coordinating agency for the  implementation 

of the PESCAO programme. 



PESCAO PROGRAMME

Overall objective: The contribution of fisheries resources to sustainable development, food security and poverty alleviation in West Africa is enhanced.

Action Area 1:

Understanding 

of regional 

fisheries issues 

at ECOWAS

Specific objective: Regional fisheries governance in Western Africa is improved through better coordination of national fisheries policies.

Contract Purpose 1: Support ECOWAS in the achievement of result 1 

of the PESCAO programme. (Action Areas 1 to 5)

Result 1.1:

ECOWAS 

developed a 

solid 

understanding 

of regional 

fisheries 

issues.

Contractor’s assignment

Programme Result 1: A Western African 

fisheries and aquaculture policy is 

developed and coordination of regional 

stakeholders is improved. 

Programme Result 2: Prevention of and 

responses to IUU fishing are strengthened 

through improved Monitoring, Control and 

Surveillance (MCS) at national and regional 

levels. 

Programme Result 3: Marine resources 

management at the regional level is 

improved, building resilience of marine and 

coastal ecosystems to perturbations.

Action Area 2:

Formulation of a 

regional fisheries 

and aquaculture 

policy

Action Area 3:

Strengthening of 

regional 

organisations

Action Area 4:

Establishment of 

a stakeholder 

network

Action Area 5:

Improved 

cooperation and 

exchange 

Additional 

Action Area:

Specific support 

tasks for overall 

programme 

implementation

Result 1.2:

At ECOWAS 

level a regional 

fisheries and 

aquaculture 

policy is 

drafted and 

adopted 

contributing to 

better 

integration of 

fisheries issues 

in regional 

policies and 

strategies.

Result 1.3:

Institutional 

anchorage 

between REC 

(ECOWAS and 

WAEMU) and 

RFB (SRFC 

and FCWC) is 

defined, 

consolidated 

and 

operationalised

.

Result 1.4: 

A network of 

stakeholders is 

developed at 

ECOWAS 

level.

Result 1.5:

Coordination 

between 

fisheries 

projects and 

donors in 

Western Africa 

is reinforced.

Additional 

Result 2:

ECOWAS is 

supported in its 

lead role as 

coordinating 

agency for the  

implementatio

n of the 

PESCAO 

programme. 

Contract Purpose 2: Support ECOWAS in the overall coordination of the 

PESCAO programme. (Additional specific tasks)
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Result 1.1 BETTER 

UNDERSTANDING OF F&A 

SECTOR

E-LIBRARY #11 POLICY 

BRIEF

03 TECHNICAL 

ADVISORY NOTE

15 COUNTRY 

FISHERY 

PROFILE/NOTE

01 STATISTICAL 

FACTSHEETS IN 

F&A IN WA

PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS

1. Creation of an E-library uploaded to the ECOWAP M&E website. It is composed of several 

documents mostly in English. The themes are derived from the Pan African Policy Framework and 

reform strategy (PFRS) in the fishery and Aquaculture sector.

2. Publications of Policy Briefs (13) and Policy note (01), studies (03 on covid-19 impacts in FA) 

and country profile/notes (15 +1) all publications are uploaded in the website e-library.

3. A statistical factsheet of fisheries and aquaculture in fisheries and aquaculture in West Africa.



PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS: Statistical Facts sheet



BETTER UNDERSTANING OF 

F&A SECTOR

01 STTISTICAL 

FACTSHEETS IN 

F&A IN WA

Policy Brief 1 EN Policy Brief 1 FR

PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS: Policy Briefs



BETTER UNDERSTANING OF 

F&A SECTOR

01 STTISTICAL 

FACTSHEETS IN 

F&A IN WA

Policy Brief 4 EN Policy Brief 4 FR

PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS: Policy Briefs



BETTER UNDERSTANING OF 

F&A SECTOR

01 STTISTICAL 

FACTSHEETS IN 

F&A IN WA

Policy Brief 5 FRPolicy Brief 5 EN

PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS: Policy Briefs



Policy Brief 7 EN Policy Brief 7 FR

PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS: Policy Briefs



Policy Brief 8 FRPolicy Brief 8 EN

PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS: Policy Briefs



Policy Brief 9 EN Policy Brief 9 FR

PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS: Policy Briefs



Policy Briefing note EN Policy Briefing note FR

PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS: Policy Briefs



PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS: Country Profiles

NigeriaSenegal



Result 1.2 GUIDE FOR ALIGNMENT TO 

CSF - SFAD

AFDB PROGRAM

ECOBESF

COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGIC 

FRAMEWORK FOR SUSTAINABLE 

FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

(CSF - SFAD) / ECOWAP

COUNTRY FISHERY 

PROFILE/NOTE

PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS



REVIEW OF THE FINAL AD - FCWC

FUNDING OF THE 

RCMSC

RATIFICATION OF THE 

CVICS – CONVENTION 

SRFC

INSTITUTIONAL 

ANCHORAGE

MOU

PROCUREMENT / 

ACCOUNT

PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS



ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL 

PLATFORMS

STUDY TOURS

POSTERS

INFOGRAPHICS

INDEPENDENT

WANSAFA

SINGLE 

INTERLOCULTOR TO 

ECOWAS

CAPACITY 

BUILDING

PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS



COORDINATION OF DONORS AND 

PROGRAMS

EU-ECOWAS – new program 

on Governance and, blue 

economy and Marine 

conservation 

PROGRAM AfDB& 

ECOWAS ON be-Trade 

Corridors

MAPPING OF 

PROGRAMS AND 

PROJECTS

STRENGTHENING 

TIES WITH AU-

IBAR, ATLAFCO, 

RFBS,,NEPAD

PESCAO ACHIEVEMENTS/PIPELINE



AREAS TO FOCUS ON IN THE FUTURE

• Identification of Development Partners (ROUND TABLE OF DONORS ON FISHERIES AND AQUAUCLTURE)

• Mapping of Development Program

• Technical Assistance to Countries/Sub Regional MS

THEMES/SUBJECTS

UPDATE MAPPING OF 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

AREAS to focus

: Blue Economy Biodiversity Beyond National Juridiction- HIGH SEA TREATY (BBJN), Blue Economy; WTO on 

fisheries subsidies; development of value added superfood based on fish products, & value chains, and  MSPM

IDENTIFICATION OF 

NEW DEVELOPMENT 

PARTNERS

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

TO COUNTRIES / SUB 

REGIONAL MS

WITH AU-IBAR excellent  cooperation. MSP public process of analyzing and allocating the spatial and temporal distribution of human 

activities in marine areas to achieve ecological, economic and social objectives that have been specified through a political process.



Directorate for Agriculture and Rural Development:
River Plaza Annex - 496, Abogo Largema Street,

Central Business District
PMB Box 401 - Abuja FCT – NIGERIA  

agric_ruraldev@ecowas.int @ecowas.agriculture @ecowas_agric

Regional Agency for Agricukture and Food:
83 Rue de la Pâture, Super Taco – Lomé – TOGO

www.araa.org

araa@araa.org @araaraaf              @ARAA_CEDEAO
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